
C H R I S  B R A Y  P H O T O G R A P H Y

ALASKA



Photograph bears, puffins, whales, seals, sea otters, glaciers, eagles and 
so much more from our exclusive wilderness lodge, private expedition 
ships and floatplanes. Our incredible Alaska itinerary includes three 
mind-blowing days surrounded by dozens of brown/grizzly bears catching 
salmon so close they’ll splash you, four days cruising the secluded bays 
and wildlife-rich inside passages around Kodiak Island and two nights at 
a remote, private lodge in Prince William Sound near a salmon stream, 
seals and calving glacier. The very best of Alaska, without the crowds!

Tour runs in August

$14,995 USD per guest (max 8), twin share, 
12 nights. Includes all accommodation, 
food & drinks. 
Hosts: Chris Bray & Jess Bray. Highlights

• Perhaps the best wildlife photography experience in the world: Sitting 
unhurried ashore with virtually no-one else around, surrounded by 
dozens of huge grizzly bears interacting with each other and pouncing 
on salmon so close they might even splash you!

• Our own exclusive, mini expedition ship (great food, lounges, large 
windows and extensive viewing decks) photographing the amazing 
wildlife around Kodiak Island including whales (orca, humpback, fin & 
minke whales are all regulars), sea otters, seals, porpoises, puffins, bald 
eagles etc., hopping ashore whenever we wish, kayaking and cruising 
the coastlines from our two landing craft.

• Experiencing the explosive power of huge hunks of ice calving from 
the face of Chenega glacier and collapsing into the water with a 
thunderous roar.

• Standing beside a river literally filled with salmon jostling their way 
upstream, watched by eagles, seals and possibly even black bears.

The Best of Alaska
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ALASKA TOUR



Want to brush up on your photography skills before we go? 

The fastest way to get off ‘Auto’ and unlock the creative potential of your camera.

http://www.chrisbrayphotography.com/courses

Online photography course videos
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Our Alaskan adventure starts in the evening when we meet at the 

exquisitely restored Historic Anchorage Hotel for a quick welcome, 

photography crash course and briefing. We’ll eat out, sampling some of 

the fine local cuisine before setting your camera batteries on charge, 

formatting memory cards and trying to get some sleep ready for the 

adventure to begin tomorrow.

ITINERARY
Day 1: Meet, greet & dinner

Day 2: To Prince William Sound
After a hearty breakfast at the hotel we’ll depart for the sea-side 

community of Whittier, Alaska. The 90-min drive will take us past 

spectacular scenery of snow-capped mountains, valleys and through the 

Anton Anderson Memorial Tunnel - the longest highway tunnel in North 

America (almost 5km)! 

Prince William Sound in Alaska is home to a wonderfully diverse assortment 

of wildlife including orca, humpback and other whales, sea otters, sea 

lions, harbour seals and porpoises, black bear, over 220 species of birds 

including two species of puffins, bald eagles and guillemots and more, 

backdropped by breathtaking tidewater glaciers, towering mountain 

peaks and deep, calm fiords with gravelly beaches and waterfalls. As we 

journey towards our remote and exclusive lodge, we’ll be passing through 

protected inside passages, keeping a look out for any wildlife to stop and 

photograph. Near the lodge, we’ll also take you to a river literally filled with 

salmon jostling their way upstream, watched by eagles, seals and possibly 

even black bears. 

Port Ashton Lodge is set amongst the magnificent Hemlock trees

of the Chugach National Forest and with its comfortable décor, heated

rooms, hot showers and home cooked Alaskan meals, this lodge offers

the finest accommodation in Prince William Sound. Being beyond the

reach of most tourists we’ll enjoy unprecedented access to first class

Alaskan wilderness experiences. 

Today we’ll jump back onboard our exclusively chartered vessel and head 

towards Chenega Glacier. We’ll stop along the way to photograph otters, 

pass by some haul-out spots for seals and keep an eye out for humpback 

whales or orca that sometimes visit here. We’ll make our way past steep 

mountains, waterfalls and bird colonies until we head into Icy Bay. It’ll be 

easy to understand why it’s called ‘Icy Bay’ when we start weaving in and 

out of the spectacularly shaped ice sculptures that decorate the bay. Get 

your cameras ready because the closer we get to the glacier the more 

we’ll start seeing adorable harbour seals hauled out sunbaking on the ice 

bergs! Our boat will then drift silently in front of Chenega glacier allowing 

you to experience the explosive power of huge hunks of ice calving from it’s 

face and collapsing into the water with a thunderous roar. This experience 

will stay with you for the rest of your life. After a full day on the water, your 

memory cards will likely be filled and you’ll be exhausted, ready to come 

back to the comfort of the lodge for a home cooked Alaskan dinner!

Day 3: Glacier
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Today we will return to the harbour of Whittier where we’ll catch our transfer to 

Anchorage Airport and our afternoon flight to Kodiak. This flight will take us over some 

beautiful Alaskan landscapes so try not to fall asleep! Arriving in Kodiak we’ll then be 

transferred to our accommodation at the luxurious Kodiak Inn (managed by Best 

Western, it’s the best of the two hotels in town) for the night. 

Day 4: To Kodiak

After a leisurely breakfast we’ll board our private motor vessel ‘Island C’ where you can 

spread out and make yourselves at home for the next 7 days! Our mini cruise ship 

is specially designed for exploring the more remote, hidden pockets of the Alaskan 

wilderness where the bigger ships cannot get to. It’ll be twin share accommodation with shared bathroom facilities, but you’ll have access to washing 

machines and dryers every day, and there is a spacious saloon area for relaxing with expansive windows, open viewing areas and wonderfully accessible 

side decks on various levels for photography. The ship can accommodate as many as 16 passengers, however to ensure the relaxed, personal attention 

we prefer to offer, we’ve chosen to restrict our numbers to just eight guests. All meals are prepared for us by our private chef in their kitchen onboard at 

a time that suits us, and can be enjoyed in the dining area as you to take in the incredible Alaskan scenery. 

Our first couple of days on board will be spent cruising and photographing around Kodiak Island. Few places on earth enjoy the density and diversity 

of wildlife that exists in this region! We’ll visit various unique photographic locations including beaches, bays and natural harbours with the flexibility to 

customise our own itinerary, a luxury not afforded to the larger passenger liners, allowing for perfectly unspoilt photography without the crowds. With 

potentially four species of whales to spot (humpback, orca, fin & minke); bald eagles; rafts of sea otters; sea lions and harbour seals; not to mention 

thousands of puffins - you’ll be in photography heaven! We’ll also hold an Adobe Lightroom tutorial session on-board, showing you how to use this very 

useful program to get the most out of your photography.

Flight to a Walrus Colony

The great thing about being onboard Island C is the flexibility to include additional extra excursions into our itinerary. One very special inclusion we’ve 

planned for you all is a real Alaskan adventure and will surely to be another once in a lifetime experience. We’ve arranged the exclusive charter of 2 Cessna 

180s, complete with special Tundra Tires (enabling them to land in remote areas) to fly us to a little known Walrus haulout at Cape Grieg. Most people 

who visit Alaska never even get the opportunity to see a Walrus, let alone photograph a colony of them – so don’t fill all your memory cards on the flight 

over! The Cape Grieg colony likely broke away from the Cape Seniavin herd in 2016, and no one really knows about this haluout – providing us with an 

amazing opportunity to photograph these unique animals as a small group, with no other tourists for miles! Upon landing, we’ll take a short walk to the 

bluff overlooking the Walrus haulout and spend the next couple of hours photographing these magnificent marine mammals before flying back to our 

exclusive ship in the afternoon.

Day 5 - 11 (7 days) - Bears, otters, puffins & walrus
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After a couple of days around Kodiak Island, we’ll cross the Shelikof Strait 

to Geographic Harbour in the Katmai National park to share with you 

what is one of the most amazing wildlife photography experiences we’ve 

ever had (which is saying a lot!). These next few days will no doubt be a 

lifelong memory for you too. Each year in Alaska, huge brown bears leave 

their largely-solitary lives on the inland meadows to converge on the 

banks of various rivers to fish for spawning salmon. The bears are usually 

highly concentrated near the river mouth emptying into Geographic 

Harbour and incredibly, they are so focused on gorging themselves 

on the abundance of fish and are habituated enough to the presence 

of the small number of humans that observe them, that it is possible 

(with a bit of bear knowledge and common-sense) to safely step ashore, 

walk quietly amongst them and sit right beside any of the salmon-filled 

streams photographing them catching salmon til your heart’s content! 

As larger ships can’t access this harbour and it’s not on the main tourist 

path, most of the time our group will be the only group there - an entirely 

different, and far superior experience to Brooks Falls and other locations 
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where bears gather! To be able to bring our tour guests to experience this 

incredible place is a total privilege for us. After three incredible days here, 

we’ll cruise back towards Kodiak for another couple of days and another 

chance to nail that whale, puffin or bald eagle shot you’re hoping for.



That’s it folks! After breaky you’ll be free to travel back to Anchorage 

Airport where it all started just two short weeks ago, which have somehow 

extended into a lifetime of amazing memories you’ll re-live forever through 

your photos. 

Day 12: Back to Anchorage

Day 13: End
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Today we head back to Kodiak, arriving in time for our late flight back to 

Anchorage. Once there, we’ll be transferred again to the Historic Anchorage 

Hotel to enjoy one final meal together to celebrate and remember two of the 

most amazing weeks of your life! You’ll agree it’s been the ultimate Alaskan 

tour with unprecedented access to photograph Alaska’s best wildlife and 

landscapes without the hordes of tourists!



ABOUT ALASKA
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For those who have never visited, it is nearly impossible to quantify the vastness 

of Alaska. Being the largest state of the Unites State and populated by less than 

750,000 people (about half them crowded into the Anchorage metro area), 

much of Alaska is untouched wilderness just waiting to be photographed. 

About Alaska

We are travelling to Alaska in mid summer, where days are long! The weather is 

really variable, and even though it’s summer, you can still expect some days of 

fog, mist, clouds and rain - as well as glorious sunshine of course. Cold days and 

nights could be around 10-15C, warm days around 15-26C. The key to comfort 

in Alaska is wearing layers that can be peeled off as needed. See the ‘Clothing 

section’ of this document for more info. 

Climate in Alaska

Area: 1.718 million km²

Average temp in August: 15oC - 26oC

Time Zone: The Alaskan Time Zone observes standard time by 

subtracting nine hours from Coordinated Universal Time (UTC−9). That 

puts it 19 hours behind AEST.

Currency: USD 

Electricity: 100 – 127 V

In general, crime is not a problem at all in Alaska so there is little to be 

concerned about. As with all places in the world though, when you’re 

using expensive equipment like cameras just keep an eye on them 

and always have them strapped around you. Don’t take chances. 

However most of the places we’ll be visiting on the boats will have 

next to no other tourists or people, so it’ll be very safe. 

BEAR SAFTEY in Geographic Harbour: This trip involves watching 

wild bears in unprotected open areas. It’s important that you follow 

the rules when photographing the bears. Although they are quite 

habituated and familiar with humans, these animals are still wild 

and wild animals can be unpredictable. While no one has ever been 

attacked in this area, the bears should still be given the respect they 

deserve. Inappropriate behaviour could lead to dire consequences.

Safety
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Money and Currency 
The currency in Alaska is the US dollar (USD). Most places will take 

a credit card and there will be several ATM’s where you’ll be able to 

withdraw cash. It’s best to carry some cash on you for purchases like 

food, drinks and trinkets. Don’t forget to let your bank know that you 

will be overseas for two weeks. If your bank is unaware that you’re in 

Alaska they might freeze your credit card the first time you try to use it, 

making it very hard to get any money out at all. 

Tipping: Tipping in the United States is polite and expected and many 

workers rely on these tips to form part of their wage - particularly in 

the hospitality and tourism industry. To save you the hassle of having 

to worry about tipping the staff on our vessels, resturants, transfers  & 

lodges (Port Ashton Lodge & the Island C), we have added these tips 

to the price of the safari and will pass your tips onto the captains to 

split up amongst the crew. Although we have included the tips on your 

behalf, you are most welcome to give more and many of your fellow 

travellers will, because, as you will find out, the crew are fantastic. If you 

wish to give an extra tip, just pass this onto us and we’ll pass it onto the 

captain for you.

Internet
There will be Wi-Fi Internet connection when we stay at the Historic 

Anchorage Hotel on the first night and the last night of the tour, and at 

the Kodiak Inn for one night.

As far as mobile reception goes you will only really have service while 

in the metropolitan areas of Alaska, like Anchorage and Kodiak. It’s 

unlikely there will be mobile phone service while on either of the boats 

or at the lodge. If you really need to be contactable via phone the best 

option is to set your mobile up for global roaming before you depart. To 

do this, you’ll simply need to call your mobile service provider and ask 

them to enable global roaming before you leave your home country – it 

can be expensive to make & receive calls though! To avoid substantial 

data roaming fees, it’s a good idea to turn your phone’s ‘data’ or ‘data 

roaming’ off when overseas.

It might also be a good idea to re-record your voicemail message 

before you go too, just so that if anyone does try to contact you, they’ll 

know that you’re busy having fun in Alaska and not to keep calling you!  

We travel with a satellite phone which we can dial out from in case of 

emergencies. The phone is only turned on when needed so it’s not a 

number you can give out to your friends and family. But if you do need 

to call someone to check up on them while out of range, you can use 

the phone and it’s about $2 a minute.  

Mobile phone reception
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There will be electricity to recharge your cameras, laptops etc each 

day. The mains power plug is the ‘US / Canadian’ style so you’ll need an 

adaptor. The general routine will be that, once we get back from a day’s 

photographing, you’ll want to download your new photographs and put 

your camera/laptop on to charge before dinner. To make this process 

quicker we suggest you bring a power board that has a surge protector so 

you can charge all of your electronics at the same time. 

Surge Protectors are a very good idea when travelling overseas. While 

we’ve not had any bad experiences in Alaska, using a surge protector 

when charging things like a laptop will help prevent any electricity spikes 

damaging your electronics. 

Smoking

Electricity and Power

While we don’t ban smoking on our tours, we generally encourage 

guests not to smoke on tour if possible. Many places we visit will have 

smoking bans in place anyway. If you do choose to smoke while on tour, 

we just ask that you be mindful of your fellow tour guests by smoking 

discreetly in designated smoking areas away from the group, communal 

dining areas and accommodation rooms (particularly if sharing a room 

with someone else on the tour). You’ll need to ask the managers of the 

boats where the designated smoking areas are located. 

Some of our past tour guests have actually decided to use our tour as 

an opportunity to cut back on their smoking habit or quit altogether 

and have seen lasting results upon returning home. Why not give it a 

shot!? We’ll be cheering you on from the sidelines.
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GETTING 
ORGANISED
Before you go
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Join the facebook group!
This group is for those who’ve been on (or are about to go on) 

a Chris Bray Photography Tour. This is a space to e-meet fellow 

travellers, ask questions of veteran travellers and generally get 

excited (or reminisce) about the trip of a lifetime! You must be 

booked in to join (or to contribute), but feel free to check it out 

and read what people have said.

Chris Bray Photography Voyager Club

This is incredibly important! Australian citizens are able to travel to the 

United States without a visa by using the Visa Waiver Program (VWP). 

However, in order to do so, they must first obtain an approved ESTA 

(Electronic System for Travel Authorisation). Without this, travellers 

may be denied even boarding their flight to the USA. International 

travellers who are seeking to travel to the United States under the 

Visa Waiver Program (VWP) are now subject to enhanced security 

requirements and will be required to pay an administrative fee. All 

eligible travellers who wish to travel to the U.S. under the Visa Waiver 

Program must apply for this ESTA authorisation and then pay the fee. 

The ESTA application process usually takes about 10 minutes. It collects 

biographic information and answers to VWP eligibility questions. ESTA 

applications may be submitted at any time prior to travel, though it is 

recommended that travellers apply as soon as they begin preparing 

travel plans or prior to purchasing airline tickets. 

Use the link below to work your way through the application process.
https://www.cbp.gov/travel/international-
visitors/esta

Entry to the US

The price does NOT include flights from your 

hometown to Anchorage, Alaska, nor your return 

flight back home. We have our own award winning 

travel agent, who is more than happy to help answer 

all your questions and help you find and book the best 

flights, travel insurance etc. If you’d like us to put you 

in touch, just email us. Once you have booked your 

flights, please email us a copy of your flight itinerary.

Flights

The tour DOES include the domestic flights between Anchorage and Kodiak.

Due to the nature of traveling in Alaska it’s not a bad idea to fly in at least a day early and allow a few days extra as a buffer at the end, before the long 

haul flight home. This will allow time for any inclement weather preventing flights landing/taking off to/from Anchorage. Should you be required to remain 

in Alaska longer than anticipated due to bad weather, either after or before the tour, you’ll be responsible for your own expenses. This is partly why it is a 

requirement that all guests travelling have their own travel insurance policy to cover such unforseen costs. It’s also been suggested to pay a little bit extra 

and purchase the flexible tickets to allow for any flight changes. If you are keen to fly out the day the tour finishes, try not to have any serious deadlines 

back home that would turn into a serious disaster should you not return as planned. 

If you are arriving earlier or staying longer in Anchorage and require a room at the Historic Anchorage Hotel we suggest booking as early as possible. This 

is the same hotel where the tour starts and finishes and is highly recommended. It’s not unusual for them to be booked out every night heading into the 

peak summer season.  
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Effective immediately, travellers passing through airport security 

may be asked to turn on any electronic or battery-powered 

device to prove it’s functionality. If the device doesn’t turn on, it 

may be confiscated or the passenger may be denied boarding.  

So make sure to fully charge your phones, laptops & cameras 

before leaving home!

New airport security rules

Are not included in the cost of the tour – however it’s only a 

$20 USD taxi from Anchorage Airport to the Historic Anchorage 

hotel and there are always taxis available. On the last day of the 

tour just kindly ask the staff in reception to book you a Taxi back 

to the airport.  

Airport transfers

Luggage
We start and finish the safari at the Historic Anchorage Hotel. 

If you have brought excess baggage with you, you’ll be able to 

leave it with the hotel for the duration of the trip. 

There are luggage restrictions for the Alaska Airline flight with 

your checked-in luggage weighing no more than 22.5 kg, keep 

reading for more details. 

(Return flight between Anchorage & Kodiak)

Please visit the Alaska Airlines’ website for more information on Carry-on and 

Checked-in baggage. 

Carry-On Baggage: You are allowed one carry-on bag which, including wheels 

and handles, can measure up to 10”H x 17”W x 24”L (25 x 43 x 61 cm), plus one 

personal item such as a purse, briefcase or laptop computer. Acceptance of carry-

on baggage is subject to space and availability on the aircraft at the time you board. 

Items exceeding the free carry-on allowance will be charged $25 per piece and 

tagged for delivery to baggage claim at your destination. 

Checked Baggage:  You are allowed one check-in bag that must weigh 50 Pounds 

(22.5kg) or less and have a maximum dimension of 62 linear inches (or 157 linear 

cm) [length + height + width] to avoid additional charges. 

Alaska Airline flight

Again, there are no specific weight limits on our charter boat. however there is not 

much storage space in your cabin. All cabins are small, usually with bunk beds and 

no storage space to unpack and spread out. You’ll probably end up keeping most 

of your things in your bag during this time, and just getting out what is needed 

for the day. Not to worry though, we never give you much time to spend it your 

rooms anyway, just to sleep during the nights. The rest of the time you’ll be busy 

photographing all the amazing wildlife and scenery of Alaska!

Luggage on Coastal Explorer
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Chris Bray Photography will not be liable for any damage 

to your camera gear or equipment, nor your personal 

health or wellbeing. You MUST obtain your own travel 

insurance and we recommend that you organise this 

insurance as soon as you have paid the initial deposit 

on the tour. Ensure your selected insurance will cover 

you against any damage to your property (ie camera 

gear) or any financial loss due to an unexpected 

cancellation (see our payment Terms & Conditions). 

Our travel agent is very willing and able to help secure 

you the best travel insurance deal. Just email us tours@

ChrisBrayPhotography.com. if you’d like to be put in 

touch with them. Once you’ve organised your insurance, 

please email a copy of your policy through to tours@

ChrisBrayPhotography.com.

Travel insurance

We will create a personal online profile for you in our Voyager Club online portal. This portal 

will make it easy for you to sign in, upload your details and confirm the T&Cs for the tour. 

To login, just head to the website below and use your unique login username and password 

(that will be emailed out to you once you book in). Once you’re logged in you can update your 

password to something more memorable, making it easy to update your details anytime! :)

https://chrisbrayphotography.com/voyager.

As mentioned we carry a satellite phone just in case we have a problem in a reception 

black-hole. Jess and I have been trained in remote-area training and will carry an extensive 

first aid kit, although you must bring any personal medication, which you may likely need.

Online profile

In case of emergency

Check passport is up to date and obtain visa

Sign booking Conditions and Medical forms

Sort travel insurance

Book flights 

Send all of the above to tours@ChrisBrayPho-

tography.com 

Join Facebook group

Read International Camera Advice booklet

My Checklist Notes:
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Accommodation arrangements vary for each location, however it is all 

twin-share. So if you’re booking on your own then expect to share a room 

with someone else. For solo travellers we can’t guarantee that we’ll always 

be able to have you sharing with someone of the same sex - it depends on 

the gender split of the tour, but we do our best. You can request a single 

supplement (a room to yourself) - just email us and we’ll let you know the 

extra costs, although this will not be possible on all boats / lodges because 

some only have 4 twin rooms. Keep in mind though that, (a) you’re only 

usually in your rooms to sleep as we fill your waking hours with plenty to do, 

and (b) the couple of times we have had clients get rooms for themselves, 

they end up regretting it when they see the amazing friendships that form 

between other roomies.

Accommodation arrangements

The exact itinerary may be shuffled around and tweaked due to weather, 

but you can rest assured that we’ll be working flat-out to get you to all the 

best places, at the best times, for the best photos possible. There will be 

no refunds due to poor weather or similar changes forced upon us by 

factors outside our control, as per our Booking Terms and Conditions. 

“Why don’t we visit Denali National Park?” - I know some of you were keen 

on us including a visit to the Denali National Park in this program, and we 

gave this a LOT of thought and investigation, especially as it’s certainly 

included in many of the ‘usual Alaska tours’, however we’ve decided 

against it. Despite initial glossy impressions in all other tour wordings, the 

park regulations can not deliver us the experience we’d be happy to offer 

you, nor which you’d imagine. The ONLY way inside the park (whether 

you’re traveling alone or as part of any organised tour) is to board a huge, 

busy public tour bus, which spends all day arduously driving in along the 

main road stopping every hour for toilet breaks and not allowing any 

decent wildlife or landscape photo opportunities (beyond snapshots 

beside crowds). Once in, all tour group then either start the long drive 

back out again, or are deposited at hotels inside from where tourists have 

to do extended hikes to reach decent photo locations, with adventure 

tourism activities like hiking, rafting and biking being the main focus. You 

could always do Denali as a side-trip before or after our trip if you really 

wanted to. Similar applies for the viewing of Moose, it’s very unlikely that’ll 

we’ll see any during the tour. If you want to see one we suggest to head 

to the Alaskan wildife conservation center outside of Anchroage. 

Itinerary information Port Ashton Lodge

The ‘Island C’ is a seriously sturdy, stable 80-foot steel expedition, research 

and conservation ship. It has a spacious saloon area for relaxing with 

extensive windows, open viewing areas and wonderfully accessible side 

decks for photography from all sides. There are shared bathroom facilities 

with three toilets and two showers. Because of limited fresh water on 

board it’s appreciated if you keep your showers short in length and just 

one a day.  Each cabin is small and has at least two, single bunk beds with 

no luggage space. For more photos and videos of the ‘Island C’ please visit 

their website.
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While not the Hilton, it’ll make for a very comfortable stay in this remote

and beautiful part of the world. We have rented three cabins to share 

between our 8 guests and one staff cabin. Two guest cabins have two 

bedrooms & a loft with an attached bathroom and the other cabin is a 

single room with bathroom. 

The main lodge features spacious dining and relaxation areas, all lavishly

furnished in the rustic luxury spirit. Read more on their website.

Island C



A low level of fitness is more than adequate for this tour. You just need 

to be mobile enough to clamber in and out of boats/Zodiacs (or possibly 

onto rocks or rough ground) and wander for a morning or afternoon 

with your camera bag on your back. Be able to walk up a few stair cases 

to Port Ashton Lodge. If you’re concerned about your level of mobility, 

feel free to email us. 

Fitness level and physical ability

All meals and drinks (including a responsible amount of wine/beer, 

served with dinner each night) is included. 

Sea sickness

Food and Drink

The majority of this tour will be based on boats, so if you know you get 

sea sick easily, then remember to pack some anti-sea-sickness tablets, 

ginger, pressure bands or whatever it is that you find works for you! 

(By the way, when I go sailing, I use ‘15mg Stugeron tablets’ which I buy 

online from Canada or New Zealand – seems to be the only stuff that 

works for me. Jess uses Transdermscop (Scopolamine 1.5) patches – 

the benefit of these being that you don’t lose the medication if you do 

become sick!). Don’t stress out, though, the boats are large and stable, 

and we’ll be cruising and anchoring in very protected and sheltered 

areas within Prince William Sound, Kodiak & Geographic Harbour.
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WHAT TO PACK
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You will need some comfortable, lightweight ‘Tour clothes’ to allow for 

ease of mobility (to get down low for interesting shots, to climb in and out 

of boats, cars etc). Pockets are useful for things like lens-caps, lens-cloths 

etc. Long-sleeves (and full-length pants) will help keep the sun (& mozzies) 

off and are a great idea. You’ll find that your main clothes will be a couple 

of lightweight, loose pairs of full-length tour pants and similarly tops and, 

depending on the weather, thermals & jackets.

We recommend and wear Icebreaker clothing - not only do they have 

great a layering systems, a variety of fashionable designs and colours 

and don’t tend to smell after prolonged use. You can buy direct from 

Icebreaker or from Paddy Pallin. 

Don’t forget to bring a warm fleece, a really warm jacket, thermals, gloves, 

beanies, scarfs, woollen socks and good wet weather gear like a good 

quality raincoat and rain pants too. Just remember we’re here to see 

things, not be seen! Think long and hard about what gear to take, as you 

don’t want to be lugging too much stuff around! 

  

And last but not least, don’t forget a hat! Make sure it’s a wide-brimmed 

hat – and ideally without too stiff a brim (and certainly not a peaked 

baseball cap) as these stiff brims get in the way when you try and hold 

your camera up to your face. A draw-cord on your hat is not a bad idea, as 

it can get a bit windy on the boats!

Washing

Clothing
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Don’t worry; you won’t have to bring 14 shirts and 14 pairs of undies!!! 

There are facilities to do your washing on the ‘Island C’ ship (washing 

detergent included). There is also a coin-operated washer / dryer and 

detergent dispenser at the Kodiak Best Western Inn.

Code of conduct
The aim of the tour is to have an enjoyable time learning and 

practicing photography with like-minded people, photographing 

some of the most amazing subjects in the world while also 

lapping up a few of life’s little luxuries. CBP also aims to allow our 

guests to appreciate the natural world in a sustainable manner, 

so future generations can continue to experience its beauty. As 

per our Booking Terms and Conditions, please help us achieve 

this and help ensure everyone has a great time by following the 

below points:

Please don’t handle, feed or harass the wildlife. When viewing the 

wildlife please keep noise to a minimum. Don’t surround, chase 

or approach the animals too closely. Excitedly jumping around 

and shouting at how amazing it is will only cause the animal to 

disappear, much to the annoyance of your fellow travellers! We 

are here to photograph the animals, not stress them out. We find 

most of our guests are wonderfully caring and sensitive towards 

wildlife, but if we decide it’s best to back away or move on, please 

respect our decision.

Be considerate of the other group members at all times. Share 

the best vantage points.

Look after the wildlife

Look after your fellow photographers

CHRIS BRAY PHOTOGRAPHY | ALASKA 18



A good quality raincoat and rain pants – We really recommend that you bring both (yes, the pants too, they are also 

great wind-protection and stop you getting wet when kneeling down for low shots, even if it’s not raining, and it probably will!). We use and 

recommend Gore-Tex and it’s great if your rain pants and raincoat have waterproof zips for added protection. Paddy Pallin have a great range 

for both men and women.

Rain cover for your camera and lens

Shoes - A limited supply of Gumboots will be provided on board ‘Island C’, although we can’t guarantee we’ll have everyone’s exact size 

match. You can always bring your own gumboots, buy a pair when you get to Anchorage, or pick up some light-weight Croc gumboots as that 

way they’ll be guaranteed to fit you. 

Thick woollen hiking socks - We recommend bringing thick wool-hiking socks to wear with the boots for extra comfort. 

When on board wearing socks, tennis shoes or sandals are fine. 

Closed toe shoes - A pair of closed toe shoes likes joggers might come in handy for any walks ashore.

Sunscreen, mozzie repellent, a bug head-net, lip moisturiser & sunglasses! - An eye shade/

mask (to help you sleep during the midnight sun - you’ll probaby be given one on your long-haul flight to the tour tho!) and ear plugs (if you 

are sharing a room!). 

Personal medication & toiletries - Shampoo, toothpaste, etc. Paddy Pallin have a great range of bathroom travel 

accessories to help keep you organised. 

Reusable water bottle - We’d recommend either one from Nalgene or Camelbak. We particularly like the “Eddy” by Camelbak, 

so check out Paddy Pallin’s huge range of water bottles. 

Camera gear - Including tripod, see our International Camera Advice booklet and email tours@ChrisBrayPhotography to discuss this 

in more detail if you would like.

PACKING CHECKLIST
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Laptop - Ideally with Adobe Lightroom installed, or at least some way of viewing your photos like an iPad etc.

A backup hard drive - or some way to ensure you always have 2 copies of your photos)

Power board - With in-built surge protector for charging

Absorbent travel towel - a great accessory to have handy in your camera bag to quickly give your camera a wipe down after 

any rain. Atka have many different travel towels in different sizes and colours use promo code GSCHRISB10 for 10% off!

Note: Alaska prohibits the importation of fresh fruit, plants or seeds, so keep this in 
mind when packing.

Notes:
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WHY BOOK A CBP TOUR

We offer the highest quality, small-group, unique operations focused on providing the access and luxuries 

the others don’t - such as exclusive charter of ships, planes & helicopters (doors-off for better photography) 

along with off-road & special access permits to get you closer - so we can give you what we know you want. For 

example, while other operators might book you a spot on a busy, regular scenic cruise, we’d privately charter 

the whole boat, relaxing the pace, giving you plenty of space and modifying the route for the best photogenic 

locations and timings. We delight in welcoming you to beautiful accommodation and providing fantastic food and 

other luxuries to ensure the tour is as much a wonderful holiday as it is a photographic experience.

Australia’s largest and most-loved photo tour operator for a reason
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Always putting YOU and YOUR 
photos first!

There to help out with any issues or check your images 

and suggest ways you could improve.

Unlike most, we’re fully accredited and 

insured, obtain all the proper permits, 

respect and give back to the communities 

and environment, and employ industry 

best-practices such as holding your 

payments in a trust fund, and have been 

awarded the tick from the Accredited 

Tourism Business Australia (Australian 

national symbol of tourism quality).  We 

don’t waste your time with ‘rest-days’ or 

surprise you with hidden costs.

Thanks
“Thanks for an awesome couple of weeks that will be relived for many years in our household. 

The sights were unbelievable, the experience unforgettable, and the high level of coaching 

on camera and software skills will go a long way to make the adventure last even longer. ” - S. 

Dalby 

...Truly Amazing...
“I’ll never forget sitting beside all those bears, and listening to the glacier crack - truly amazing! 

Thanks again for another once in a lifetime experience!” - V. Hanson

www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com

Perhaps one of the key differences our guests keep saying is how we - unlike so many other operators - always put YOU and YOUR photos first, always 

there to help out with any issues or check your images and suggest ways you could improve - never getting in your way or even taking any photos 

ourselves unless every single guest is content. Our friendly pro-photography guides are all young, energetic and up-to-date and are a pleasure to be 

around. Our goal is to help YOU have the best experience possible, improving YOUR photography, and helping YOU take the best photos!

If you’re still not convinced, then ask anyone who’s come away with us - our repeat guest rate speaks for itself: We’ve had entire tours sell-out solely 

with repeat guests, and if you’d like, we can put you in touch with a guest who’s already been on the tour your considering to ask their opinion.
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HOW TO BOOK
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A non-refundable, non-transferable $1,000 USD per person booking deposit is 

required to secure your booking.

The second payment of 50% is payable 6-months out (or at time of booking if 

elapsed) and is also non-refundable, non-transferable. 

The remainder is due 3-months out and is refundable, unless cancelling within 

45 days before departure. 

Details of our cancellation policy etc are in our Booking Terms and Conditions 

document.

CBP Voyager Club members may be eligible for a discount, please see our  

Booking Terms and Conditions document for details.

Payment Details

Questions? Please don’t hesitate to ask!
If you have any questions that are not answered in this document, please just ask tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com and we’ll let you know, and we’ll 

also then add that piece of information into this document for others in the future!

Thanks very much - we look forward to sharing our photo tour with you!

The CBP Team

www.ChrisBrayPhotography.com

tours@ChrisBrayPhotography.com
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Information current as of Sep 2017 - Tour details subject to change - 
booking terms and conditions apply - for details visit ChrisBrayPhotography.com.


